
The White-tail Deer   
The deer in North America are 

believed to have descended from Asiatic 
deer which arrived on this continent 
sometime between one million and 
eighteen million years ago.  This is based 
on fossil remains of deer found in the 
muck of a swamp in Cedar Hill, Albany 
County and a set of deer antlers found in 
Hinsdale in Cattaragus County.  Also 
found were deer and elk antlers 12 feet 
below ground in the town of New 
Hudson in Allegany County.  The deer 
played a great role in the economy of the 
Native American population of ancient 
New York as evidenced by the bone 
remains found in pits and dumps. 
     When European settlers arrived in 
New York the white-tail deer was present 
in the state but numbers varied greatly by 
region.  There were high numbers in 
open areas that were maintained by the 
Native Americans through their periodic 
burning.  The majority of the state, 
however, was covered by mature forest 
thus having low numbers of deer.  The 
deer were an important source of meat 
and hide for the settlers and the Native  
Americans.  As the forests were cleared 
for farming the habitat improved for deer  

and their populations initially increased.  
Though laws were made to afford some 
protection to the deer, (the earliest in 
1705), by the mid-1800’s excessive deer 
harvest by settlers and by habitat loss due 
to agriculture caused the deer population 
to decline dramatically.  In the Central 
and Western Regions of the State of New 
York deer had been exterminated by the 
1860’s and in the 1880’s less than 25% 
of New York State was forested and the 
deer were absent in most of New York 
except for the central Adirondack 
Mountains.  The deer did not start to 
return to the state until about 1910.  In 
this region the return of deer seemed to 
have been as a result of deer expansion 
from Pennsylvania.  Some small 
permanent population of deer became 
established between 1915 and 1935.  
This expansion was a result of some 
small groups of deer moving a few miles, 
becoming established and reproducing.  
The expansion moved in all directions 
and by the mid-1930’s the deer 
population had spread throughout a great 
part of the region.  The deer population 
increased through the twentieth century, 
re-inhabiting all areas of the state. 



     As a result of the almost extinction of 
the deer in New York the Legislature 
formed the New York State Game and 
Forest Commission in 1895 and the deer 
population received better protection.  
Deer numbers increased through the 
twentieth century, reaching a population 
peak, estimated at over one million deer 
between 2000 and 2002.   
     Around 1930 a doe was seen near the 
Luce family home, which was located in 
now what is called the “state land”, and it 
was quite an event.  Grace Rauber told 
about being woken up to come out and 
see it and most nights the neighbors 
would come and sit on their porch to 
watch for the doe.  The idea that deer 
were almost extinct in our state and that 
it was quite an event when the doe was 
seen in the 1930’s led me to do this 
research.  It was hard to believe that we 
almost lost them when we have so many 
deer in our town, our fields and yards 
now and familiar phrases such as “bad 
place for deer” and “watch out for deer” 
are part of our local language. 
     Rhea Walker, Ossian Historian 

Sources:  “History of the White-
Tailed Deer in New York” from the New 
York Fish and Game Journal 
     New York State Deer Management 
Plan – New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 10/2011 

See the following:  
Appendix 1. Timeline of Major Changes 
in NYS Deer Management 

Upcoming Events

Cider and Cookie Sale – Saturday, 
October 17, 2015, 9:00 am until 1:00 pm 
or until gone at the Town Hall parking 
lot, 4706 Ossian Hill Road.  Cider 
$4.00/gallon, cookies by the dozen.  Also 
selling door wreaths. 

Ossian Community Walk – Saturday, 
October 24, 2015.  Meet at the Ossian 
Town Hall at 10 am.  Will car pool to an 
Ossian location. 

Chili Luncheon and Cookie Sale –
Saturday, December 12, 2015, 11:30 to 
1:30 pm at the Ossian Community 
Center, 4760 Ossian Hill Road.  Ossian 
Historical Society variety booth and local 
vendors will be set-up. 

Hope you can join us. 



Stumps 
     After the early settlers built their 
homes land had to be cleared for 
farming.  Clearing the land consisted of 
two steps, felling the trees and removing 
the stumps.  Below are some articles that 
were found about stumps. 
Out of the Attic: 
     It looks like this stump pretty nearly 
fought a draw with the twelve men, two 
kids, four oxen, and chain fall pictured.  
But then somebody, we suspect it was 
the smaller of the two boys, must have 
put in the critical increment of work, and 
up she came!  Why?  What could have 
justified applying all that muscle, time, 
and mechanical ingenuity to the job of 
pulling what looks to us to be at best a 
middling sort of stump.  Not having been 
around in Nebraska toward the end of the 
last century, when the picture was made, 
we will never know.  Suffice to say when 
you take on a job you have to see it 
through.  Our thanks to A.W. Holland, of 
Rockport Massachusetts, for providing 
this photograph from a time when men 
were men and stumps were stumps. 

Philo Hampton Diary 
     Philo Hampton, an Ossian Farmer, 
kept a diary and parts of this diary are 
found in the book “Barns of the Genesee 
County” by Daniel Fink.  The following 
are some excerpts from the diary: 
     February 5, 1876 – States drew 
stumps today. 
     March 11, 1876 – Jim pulled stumps 
all day in the Blake lot.  I helped him. 
     May 5, 1876 – Wm. Wampole came 
and drew stone from the field north of 
the house to the stump fence – worked all 
day. 
     November 24, 1876 – Luait and I 
drew stumps in the afternoon.  Today I 
am 23 years old. 

Stumps on the State Land
     If you have ever gone hiking on 
rattlesnake Hill, you might have walked 
right by several stump “fences”.  The 
stump rows, acting as boundary lines or 
livestock containment, are many in 
number and stretch for quite a ways.  The 
small fields up there, run between two 
and no more than 6 acres.  Those were 
large pieces of land to cut and clear for 
farming.  Nothing went to waste when a 
tree went down, the wood was cut for 
building or for fuel, and the stumps were 
pulled for “fencing".  It was all good and 
many people tried to improve on a way 
to pull a stump, it took all day sometimes 
just to pull it out and transplant it to 



where it was needed.  Think about it, the 
trees stood tall and had to have a good 
foundation to hold on to as it grew and 
withstood the high winds and rains for up 
to one hundred years!  The above 
machine was just one of the inventions.  
The folks that cleared the land probably 
wore out oxen and horses alike trying to 
budge what Mother Earth did not want to 
let go of.  Stump pulling proved to be a 
study of farmer and engineer a like. 
Cathy Saunders, Source:  
Conservationalist Magazine 1966 

Painted Hills Genealogy Society adds 
Livingston County  
By Deanne Knapp 
     Painted Hills Genealogy Society 
(PHGS) is a group of people who are 
interested in genealogy.  The mission of 
this group is to make as many records 
available as possible.  It also introduces 
to all ages the fun and rewards in 
genealogy. 
     I became interested in genealogy 
while taking a walk, many years ago, 
through the Canaseraga Cemetery, where 
many of my family are interred.  After 
retiring from teaching, I decided I would 
document all the stones in the Ossian 
Center Cemetery.  While I working on 
that project, Bob Glover told me about 
Painted Hills.  What a great website!  I 
decided that this would be an excellent 
place for my documentation of Ossian 

Center Cemetery.  The only issue with 
PHGS was they only covered Allegany, 
Cattaraugus, Chautauqua & Steuben 
Counties in New York & McKean & 
Potter Counties in Pennsylvania.  After 
some discussion with PHGS, it was 
decided that Greenmount, Holy Cross & 
Old Village Cemeteries in the town of 
North Dansville and Ossian Center 
Cemetery in the town of Ossian would be 
added under Steuben County.  Bob & I 
asked if PHGS would consider 
expanding into Livingston County.  They 
agreed, but we had to come up with 
someone to be the coordinator for 
Livingston.  I decided to take on that job.  
     Livingston County is now online at 
paintedhills.org.  Ossian Center, 
Westview & Wood Cemeteries are listed 
there.  I am currently working on 
Westview, so all the interments are not 
currently listed.  Once I have completed 
Westview, I’ll move on to Wood 
Cemetery.  Listed in these pages are the 
names of the interred, their spouse (if 
married), birth dates, death dates, parents 
& military (if applicable).  I also have 
photos of all the grave stones in Ossian 
Center & Westview Cemeteries and 
some for Wood Cemetery.  When I 
locate an obituary, I also save those. 
     If you have information or questions 
regarding any of the names listed under 
these cemeteries, please email me at 
knapp1@frontiernet.net.  

mailto:knapp1@frontiernet.net


Publications available from the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Livingston County
     The Cornell Cooperative Extension 
publishes the following periodicals: 

“Livingston Profiles”, a quarterly 
publication of highlights of programs and 
resources 

“Livingston Livewire”, a 4-H 
publication for members and families 

“Livingston County Agricultural 
News”, a monthly publication with 
informative articles of interest to a wide 
range of people 

“Gardening Gazette”, a monthly 
publication with great information and 
beautiful color pictures. 
     I had the opportunity to read all of the 
above and thoroughly enjoyed them all.  
The “Gardening Gazette” is available in a 
binder in the Ossian Town Hall for 
anyone to read. 
     If you are interested in any of the 
above you may contact the Cooperative 
Extension at 585-991-5420. 

Little Free Library
     The Ossian Historical Society has 
placed a Little Free Library near the 
Ossian Town Hall.  The library was built 
by one of our members out of repurposed 
material.  The Ossian library is dedicated 
to Lisa Martello McGowan, daughter of 
Domenick and Ann Martello.  Lisa was 
an English Professor and loved to read.   

     The library is a take a book, return a 
book where neighbors share their favorite 
books and stories.  It is stocked with 
books for all ages. 
     The Little Free Libraries were started 
in 2009 in Wisconsin and are now 
located in all 50 states and 40 different 
counties. 
     The Little Free Library will always be 
accepting donations of books.  We hope 
that everyone will enjoy the library. 






